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i PARADISE  MEADOW. 


Tt  is  worth  one's  time  to  pay  a visit  to  a 
well  managed  cranberry  meadow  during 
the  picking  season.  On  Monday  last  the 
Reporter  made  a trip  to  Paradise  Mead- 
ow, which  is  located  in  Sharon,  just  over 
the  Foxboro  line,  and  here  was  gathered 
several  facts  which  may  be  of  interest  to 
many  of  our  readers. 

Picking  on  this  meadow  wTas  com- 
menced on  Monday,  Sept.  21.  About  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  people  made  ap- 
plication for  work,  one  hundred  and  ten 
applicants  being  accepted.  Among  the 
pickers  are  some  who  have  seen  several 
years  of  service  on  this  meadow,  and 
who  from  year  to  year  look  forward  to 
the  two  weeks’  work,  intermingled  with 
many  pleasant  moments  on  the  “bog.” 
The  crew  were  set  to  work  first  on  the 
small  meadow,  then  the  others  were  taken 
in  succession. 

On  the  day  during  which  we  made  the 
call,  picking  was  in  progress  on  the  up- 
per meadow.  As  we  neared  the  location, 
what  first  met  the  eye,  upon  emerging 
from  the  woods,  was  a sight  which  bore 
evidence  that  a band  of  gypsies  were 
camped  thereabouts.  Teams  galore  stood 
around  with  horses  comfortably  grazing 
within  the  bounds  of  a rope’s  length. 

Further  along  we  came  into  full  view 
of  the  meadow  and  pickers,  which  re- 
sembled so  many  ants  on  an  ant  hill. 
From  the  merry  chatter  which  was  going 
through  the  ranks,  one  was  reminded 
that  business  and  pleasure  go  hand  in 
hand  during  the  days  of  labor. 

There  were  about  100  men,  women  and 
children,  all  on  their  knees,  crawling 
along  in  their  alloted  space,  which  is 
marked  by  white  cord  drawn  from  stake 
to  stake.  Peck  measures  are  used  in 
which  to  pick,  ami  after  the  picker  has 
filled  one,  they  are  taken  to  the  cashier, 
this  position  being  filled  by  Miss  Mabel 
F.  Turner,  who  pays  them  a one-peck 
check.  After  receiving  four  of  the  peck 
checks,  a silver  half  dollar  is  given  in  ex-' 
change,  thus  doing  away  with  negotiable 
checks  as  has  heretofore  been  the  cus- 
tom. The  fact  that  the  management  pay 


in  silver  does  not  in  any  way  serve  to  in- 
fluence the  male  employees  as  to  how 
they  shall  vote  in  November,  for  this  is 
one  of  the  few  industries  that  politics 
does  not  effect. 

A team  is  constantly  employed  during 
the  day  transporting  the  filled  bushel 
crates  to  the  storehouse.  On  Monday 
last  the  berries  were  being  gathered  at 
the  rate  of  40  bushels  per  hour,  and  much 
faster  than  they  could  be  carried  away 
by  one  team.  The  crew  were  in  charge 
of  W.  W.  Turner,  son  of  W.  P.  Turner, 
the  sole  owner,  who  understands  the  cul- 
ture of  cranberries  from  A.  to  Z.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  entire  crop  this  season 
will  amount  to  about  1500  bushels. 

From  the  close  of  picking,  the  berries 
remain  in  the  crates  in  the  storehouse, 
just  as  they  were  taken  from  the  meadow, 
until  November, when  they  will  be  sorted, 
graded  and  placed  in  barrels  ready  for 
shipment  to  the  firm  of  E.  L.  Minzer  of 
Philadelphia,  who  takes  the  entire  crop 
each  season. 

A barrel  of  cranberries  which  bears 
the  trade-mark,  “Paradise  Meadow,” 
always  finds  a ready  market.  The  pecu- 
liarity of  this  berry  is  its  rich  color,  flue 
flavor  and  large  size.  It  is  peculiar  to  this 
meadow,  which  by  the  way  is  a natural 
“bog,”  having  been  greatly  enlarged  and 
improved.  Comprised  in  the  meadow  is 
12  acres  of  land.  There  are  three  arti- 
ficial ponds,  one  above  the  other,  backed 
by  a never  failing  supply  of  water  which 
is  so  essential  in  crauberry  culture,  for 
Jack  Frost,  in  one  night,  at  the  right 
time  of  the  year,  can  undo  the  labors  and 
prospects  of  an  entire  season.  Great  care 
has  to  be  taken  during  the  period  of  frosts, 
and  a constant  attendant  is  necessary. 

The  weather  this  year  has  been  very 
favorable  for  a good  crop,  and  bjr  the 
time  that  the  chilly  blasts  of  winter  have 
set  in,  many  a family  will  be  enjoying  a 
sample  of  cranberry  “sass”  made  from 
the  product  of  Paradise  Meadow. 

In  the  accompanying  production,  made 
from  a photograph  taken  during  the  pick- 
ing season,  one  can  get  a good  idea  of  the 
meadow  during  working  hones. 
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